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FAA Advisory and Rulemaking Committee for Unmanned Aircraft

Ted is also the Chairman of 
the ASTM F-38 Committee 
charged with setting the 
standards for Small UAS.





“Local jurisdictions do not have authority to regulate the use of the navigable airspace
or the safety of flight operations and local actions to do so would raise preemption
questions.”

Rebecca MacPherson
FAA Assistant Chief Counsel for Regulations, AGC-200
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United States v. Causby
328 U.S. 256 (1946)

“We have said that the airspace is a public highway. Yet it is obvious

that if the landowner is to have full enjoyment of the land, [the

landowner] must have exclusive control of the immediate reaches of

the enveloping atmosphere. Otherwise buildings could not be

erected, trees could not be planted, and even fences could not be

run. The principle is recognized when the law gives a remedy in case

overhanging structures are erected on adjoining land. The landowner

owns at least as much of the space above the ground as he can

occupy or use in connection with the land. The fact that he does not

occupy it in a physical sense-by the erection of buildings and the like-

is not material. As we have said, the flight of airplanes, which skim

the surface but do not touch it, is as much an appropriation of the

use of the land as a more conventional entry upon it.”



Amherst Drone Resolution

Part A

BE IT RESOLVED, that this Resolution declares that no agency of the

town of Amherst, nor any agents under contract with the town, will

operate drones in the immediate airspace over Amherst in a

manner that violates the constitutional rights of its residents,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Amherst affirms that

within the town limits, landowners and tenants, subject to state

laws and local ordinances, have exclusive control of the immediate

reaches of the airspace and that no drone, unmanned aircraft, or

other airborne object shall have the “public right of transit”

through this private property.


